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Kim Barnard, 
Shawnigan Rotary EcoClub
“Look for the helpers. You will 
always find people who are help-
ing.” - Mr. Fred Rogers, sharing his 
mother’s wisdom

It feels so good to be able 
to DO something. In spite of  
a pandemic and Stay Home 
orders - and perhaps, because 
of  them - we are more aware 
than ever of  the state of  our 
lives and our surroundings. 
What a gift it has been to 
enjoy our natural spaces! Yet, 

where people have been, litter 
inevitably follows. This Earth 
Week, #TLCShawnigan2021, 
many hands and caring hearts 
are what it took to “Clean 
Where We Are” successfully - 
together - apart!

We were not alone. 

From Shawnigan to Che-
mainus, all over the Cowichan 
Valley Regional District, a 
number of  community lead-
ers came together under the 
umbrella of  the Cowichan Val-
ley Clean Up Effort Facebook 

Group, to compare notes and 
discuss our options for hav-
ing maximum impact on the 
problem of  abandoned garbage 
in our environment. 

We assembled our teams of  
partners, and who would be 
where, over the course of  three 
days, Thursday April 22nd to 
Saturday April 24th.

Ben Riel, Casey Cook and 
Shayne Gavin from Shawni-
gan’s own Relax Collective, 
together with Ali Davie of  Vol-
unteer Cowichan, Holly Ellison 

of  Youth 20/20 Can Cowichan 
and Katia Bannister of  the 
Cowichan Valley Earth Guard-
ians assembled at a number of  
locations along Renfrew Rd 
and throughout our community 
on April 24th. 

This rain-soaked crew fear-
lessly tackled some overgrown 
and challenging spots, gladly 
practicing ecological restora-
tion like it was an extreme 
sport! They also picked up 
bags of  roadside trash collected 
by Litter Watch volunteers 
in support of  the Shawnigan 

Rotary EcoClub’s new adopt-
a-neighbourhood program. An 
outstanding 837lbs from our 
area was hauled to Bing’s Creek 
Depot under the #CleanCo-
wichan2021 Tipping Exemp-
tion community clean up event 
permit!

Our Litter Heroes Honours 
continue with Shawnigan Lake 
School, who this year went 
totally “Above and Beyond” 
their campus to cover an 
amazing amount of  ground 
over the course of  Thursday’s 
Earth Day. Perhaps you saw 
them ranging eco-purposefully 
in their bright House shirts? 
They too did some extreme 
debris maneuvering! We are so 
thankful that Fisher Rd Recy-
cling / DL Bins came to the 
rescue with a bin drop for the 
junk that had been clogging up 
and destroying the beauty of  
the area along Thain Rd. It was 
truly astounding what the work 
of  550 students and staff found 
and removed! The 1240kg of  
litter for sorting, waste diversion 
and disposal was generously 
covered by Spencer Atkinson 
and team at the Fisher Rd de-
pot with our heartfelt thanks!

There are also the numerous 
residents and entire families 
who deserve our gratitude for 
taking on Litter-Picking as a 
lifestyle, and not only is it a 
great form of  exercise and 
bonding, but motivation to put 
a little extra purpose in our 
stride! Let the selfless actions 
of  the many outweigh the 
carelessness and callousness of  
a few. Your photos and stories 
continue to inspire others to 
be better and do better.

Shawnigan, you are truly 
blessed to have such helpers in 
your midst! 

Kim Barnard
Shawnigan Lake
Why do we care?
First you learn to see it
The ignorant litter creeping into
Our picture of  enjoying the outdoors
How does it get there?
Careless tossers
Multiply mindless consumption and 
waste
Garbage in garbage out
Harming life of  all kinds
There is an antidote to anger

Direct your energy to collecting
Slow your gaze to see 
Little things we can do
Pick a spot
Everything that doesn’t belong
Things of  our making, broken and 
finished
Prepare to gather them
To be handled with care  
Picture the landscape without debris
Unhurt by our waste
Belonging once more
to the living things

to the soil dwellers and foragers
to the little ones and bare toes
Wildlife less tempted
To feed on our throwaways
Water untainted, natural and free
All growing life nurtured once again
Able to thrive
Without our junk

Dedicated with Gratitude to our Litter 
Heroes and Sponsors of
#TLCShawnigan2021 #CleanCo-
wichan2021

IT STARTS WITH YOU!

Little Things We Can Do
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South Cowichan Library
Monica Finn
South Cowichan Library
The South Cowichan Library is now open:

 Ì Tuesday through Saturday!
 Ì Tue: 10am - 8pm
 Ì Wed to Sat: 10am - 5pm
Masks are required when visiting the 

library. If  you can’t or prefer not to enter 
the library, we’re happy to arrange a time to 
hand your requested items to you right at the 
front door.

All of  the library is open again for brows-
ing. You can also use a public computer, 
print, or scan. We’re getting more Express 
Reads than ever too so you may get lucky 

and skip the queue!

We have virtual storytimes, author read-
ings, gardening workshops, eSports, and 
more. Check out https://virl.bc.ca/calen-
dar/ to see programs happening online.

All returned items are quarantined 
overnight before returning to circulation. 
Overdue fines are waived at check-in.

If  you know someone unable to come into 
the library due to illness or injury, please let 
them know about our monthly volunteer 
Home Delivery service. Get books and au-
diobooks right at your door!

If  you have questions, please call us at 250-743-
5436 or email southcowichan@virl.bc.ca . 

Shawnigan Weather April 2021                        
Stats courtesy of UVic Weather Network ~ Reported by Grant Treloar
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Peter Salmon, 
President, Interact Club - St. John’s Academy
As the weather continues to improve, there are many opportu-
nities for fun, outdoor activities. If  you are looking for some-
thing to do during the May Long Weekend, the SJASL Inter-
act Club is hosting a community fishing derby! In addition 
to having fun, there will be opportunities for prizes - 9 prizes 
will be available, split into three age categories. Prizes will be 
awarded for longest, prettiest, and closest to mystery length. 
Everyone has a chance to win. Signup closes on May 9, and 
the actual event will be held from May 21-24. This event will 
serve as a fundraiser for future Interact projects. To learn more 
and sign up, you can visit our website at bit.ly/sjainteract

Meanwhile, the Interact Fruit Picking project is still open: if  
you have fruit trees that are left unpicked each summer you 
can sign up to have your fruit picked for free! All picked fruit 
will be processed and put towards worthy causes. Once again, 
our website contains all of  the information.

We are looking forward to these events, and hugely appreci-
ate support from the community! To stay up to date, follow us 
on Instagram (@sjaintereact) and Facebook (@Sja interact). 

Interact Club:  
Let’s Fish! Lori Treloar, 

Executive Director
The Museum is looking for motivated candidates to fill two Museum Assistant Positions 
for the Summer of  2021 These positions are possible through a Canada Summer Jobs 
grant. 

2 eight-week positions 

 Ì $15.50-16.00 per hour (depending on qualifications/experience)
 Ì For a more detailed job description, email shawniganlakemuseum@shaw.ca

Mandatory Requirements:

 Ì Age guideline: 15- 30
 Ì July - Aug (start date last week of  July or first week of  August)
 Ì Must be available for the full 8-week commitment 
 Ì 30 hrs/week - includes all weekends 

References:

 Ì Please provide phone contact or email for three references (work related or school) from 
the past two years.

Please submit your resume by email. Potential applicants will be contacted for 
interviews. 

Questions? Contact: shawniganlakemuseum@shaw.ca ~Phone: 250-743-8675

Shawnigan Lake Museum
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Christina Chant, 
Shawnigan Lake School
Earth Day, one of  the world’s 
largest ecological volunteer 
events, coincides this year 
with National Volunteer 
Week in Canada, a combi-
nation that has inspired the 
Shawnigan community to 
step forward with a week-long 
series of  exciting environmen-
tal initiatives both on campus 
and in the local community.

The theme of  this year’s Na-
tional Volunteer Week is “The 
Value of  One, The Power 
of  Many,” which highlights 
the importance of  individual 
actions as well as collec-
tive strength. Accordingly, 
Shawnigan’s series of  events 
leading up to Earth Day fo-
cused on discussion, aware-
ness and both individual and 
community action regarding 
environmental and service 
initiatives.

Monday saw students com-
pete in an inter-House recy-
cling challenge, a timed event 
that involved sorting litter into 
the correct bins. Tuesday’s 
Off-Grid Day encouraged 
Houses to take on different 
initiatives to reduce their car-
bon footprint that day, includ-
ing going 24 hours without 
phones, showers and flushing 
toilets, switching off lights and 
opting for a vegetarian diet. 
Teachers also went analogue, 
taking classes outdoors and 
forgoing technology for the 
day. Wednesday’s student-led 
Shawnigan Sustainability 
Forum allowed those with a 

passion for the environment 
to discuss and prioritise our 
needs, as a school, in becom-
ing more sustainable. The 
week then culminated with 
our campus and community 
clean-up on Earth Day itself.  

Math teacher and event or-
ganizer Mark Swannell shares 
how harnessing the com-
bination of  Earth Day and 
National Volunteer Week has 
resulted in meaningful action 
around the School and in the 
local community: “Students 
and staff alike have worked 
together to clean up key areas, 
not only on campus but also 
in Shawnigan village and the 
surrounding area. Our team 
of  Eco-Ninjas worked hard 
to locate the litter hotspots to 
make our Earth Day volun-
teer work the most effective. 

We are all fortunate here in 
Shawnigan Lake to enjoy 
some truly beautiful natural 
surroundings – getting out 
and about and cleaning up lit-
ter from local sidewalks, green 
spaces and waterways (and 
sorting returnables) is one way 

that Shawnigan students and 
staff members can actively 
show our appreciation for our 
wonderful local community.” 
 
Headmaster Larry Lamont is 
thrilled that every member of  
the Shawnigan Lake School 

community is stepping for-
ward: “More than ever, as we 
have lived through the pan-
demic, this past year has re-
minded us of  the importance 
of  nature and the beauty of  
where we live. Our local com-
munity members have been 
hugely supportive as we have 
navigated the pandemic and 
adapted to the restrictions as 
a boarding school. Earth Day 
provides us with an opportu-
nity to give back: beyond our 
campus, our boarding house 
cohorts and staff – with clear 
safety protocols in place – 
will be clearing up the areas 
around Thain Road, Ma-
son’s Beach Park and sur-
rounds, Old Mill Park and 
Shawnigan Village.”

Shawnigan Lake School is 
adhering to all COVID-19 
guidelines released by the BC 
Ministries of  Health and Edu-
cation, including those regard-
ing learning cohorts, physical 
distancing and mask-wearing 
when appropriate.

EARTH WEEK: Cleaning up the town

 Photo Credit: Arden Gill
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“Serving Shawnigan Lake and South Cowichan for over 20 years” 

Janet Abbott 
REALTOR® 

778.936.0000 
janet@janetabbott.com 

www.janetabbott.com 

Marcy Green
Shawnigan Focus
Hamnet and Judith

by Maggie O’Farrell
Published by Alfred A. Knopf  
Canada
Copyright 2020 by Maggie 
O’Farrell

Opening this book was like 
entering a long-vanished 
world. Set in Shakespeare’s 
time, it is a fictional account 
of  his life woven around the 
few facts we have about the 
world’s most famous writer.

Of  course, we know of  his 
plays and that he had three 
children and a wife, Anne 
Hathaway, all of  whom he left 
in Stratford-on-Avon while he 
lived the life of  a famous actor 

and playwright in London.  

His son’s name was Ham-
net, a variation of  the name 
Hamlet, and it is this pre-
cious child’s death that 
was thought to inspire the 
tragedy, “Hamlet.”

As we get acquainted with 
the main characters, we are 
also drawn into all the smells 
and sounds of  bucolic, rural 
England. It is, indeed, a be-
lievable, rich landscape full of  
ordinary people working hard 
to provide food and a living 
during times that are unimagi-
nable to us. 

But there is one thing that is 
familiar. The Plague enters in 
and, with it, a sweep of  death 
and destruction taking some, 

but not all, seeming to hand-
pick the weakest and most 
vulnerable.

The main character that 
emerges is Agnes (Anne), the 
wife of  the Latin Scholar, 
as Shakespeare is called in 
this story. She is considered 
somewhat eccentric, a woman 
who gathers herbs and has 
a reputation as a healer. She 
is both respected and a little 
feared. She is a watchful and 
excellent mother. 

There is also a jealous 
mother-in-law, a giant of  a 
supportive brother and a bully 
of  a father-in-law, all adding 
colour and drama to this nov-
el. The oldest child, Susanna, 
takes on the role of  protective 
sister to her younger siblings. 

Hamnet is a twin, and 
very close to his sister Judith. 
When Judith gets the plague, 

and survives, he somehow 
manages to catch it from her 
and dies himself, the beauti-
ful, much-loved child of  the 
family. 

The last third of  this book 
is focused on the terrible 
grief  of  the mother, Agnes, 
and that of  the rest of  the 
family, all trying desperately 
to make sense of  losing this 
golden boy. Time passes, 
and the pain lingers.

Some resolution comes 
when Agnes, distraught at 
their growing separation and 
emotional distance, finally 
travels to London to see her 
husband.  

The last scene, where she 
watches the production of  
“Hamlet” and tries to under-
stand its meaning, is electric. 
The full realization of  her 
husband’s love for his son, and 

his terrible grief  in losing him, 
floods her being. 

And so, along with Agnes 
and with all the audiences and 
readers throughout the cen-
turies, we pause to pay tribute 
to the genius who wrote this 
most well-known tragedy. 
Shakespeare, too, knew the 
meaning of  great loss.

Maggie O’Farrell had me 
spellbound for the whole 
narrative. This is one of  
those books where, when 
you finish, you have to shake 
your head and wonder 
where you are, before you 
step back into the everyday 
world. Simply brilliant.

Recommended for those who 
understand about love and 
grief, and who enjoy imag-
ined stories based on frag-
ments of  history.

Rating: 5/5 stars 

Book Review

Name this tool and 
what it is used for? 

Send your answer to 
ShawniganGaragePromos@shaw.ca 

Correct answers will be 
entered in a draw to win! 

Check back next month for 
answer and a different tool! 

SHAWNIGAN GARAGE 

 
( at the 4-way stop in Shawnigan Village ) 

The correct Tools are important to the maintenance of your car or boat. 

Remember how much fun we had at the Shawni-
gan Lake Community Association’s first virtual 
Canada Day in 2020? We are going to do it 
again! This year’s Canada Day will be a virtual 
celebration filled with contests, games, and a 
chance to show your creativity. Our very clever 
and talented crew is already at work planning 
what will be on the agenda for the day. From 
scavenger hunts to puzzles and colouring contests, 
we have only just begun to plan for the fun we 
can and will be bringing to our virtual world on 
Canada Day. We do regret we cannot have our 
signature cake that we love to serve, but maybe 
you can make your own and show us a picture!

Our events are family-friendly and, as always, 
there is no charge to participate in the event. 
There is no end to the shenanigans we can get up 
to at the SLCA and if  you saw the Bunny Bros at 
the Easter event, just wait for Canada Day! No 
spoilers yet but keep checking the website, shawni-
ganlakecommunityassociation.ca. The SLCA is 
excited to bring the community an opportunity 

to get outside, explore our local areas, and maybe 
learn something new about Shawnigan Lake.

The SLCA is a community organization that is 
dedicated to creating events in Shawnigan Lake.  
We believe it is important to get together and cel-
ebrate our community and the people that make 
it so amazing. Our world has changed abruptly 
but that does not mean we cannot still have fun 
and connect as a community during these times, 
albeit virtually. Hopefully, it will not be too long 
before in-person events can happen once again, 
but until then we want you to get your playful on 
and join us on our virtual Canada Day, July 1st, 
2021. Shawnigan Lake Community Association 
does events for Canada Day, Halloween, Christ-
mas, and Easter.

In June, we will have information for the event 
up on our website, shawniganlakecommunityasso-
ciation.ca. We hope to see you virtually there and 
thank you for your support in keeping Shawnigan 
Lake a community we all love to call home.

A Virtual Canada Day with the Shawnigan 
Lake Community Association

Brandy Gallagher
Our Ecovillage

OUR Ecovillage’s Healthy 
Lifestyle Box: Weekly fresh 
farm produce and more! 
Learn about “Food, Farming, 
and Medicine Making” dur-
ing OUR 2021 season. Expect 
the same abundance of  fresh, 
in-season produce, eggs, meat 
and meat-alternatives, bak-

ing, and other goodies we’ve 
offered in past CSA seasons 
along with an expanded com-
mitment to education and, 
of  course, community. This 
year we have OUR “Intro-
duction to Permaculture 
Design/Regenerative Liv-
ing” course as part of  OUR 
education programming. 
We are excited to bring you 
other local farmers crafted 

foods and various local busi-
nesses’ amazing work which 
is supporting wellness and 
health. Plus: new this year is 
OUR online TV show: Food-
ies, Farmers, and Medicine 
Makers, and CSA members 
receive priority access. OUR 
20-week season starts in June, 
with full and half  shares avail-
able. https://ourecovillage.
org/our-csa-box/

BRAND NEW DESIGN: 
A food box like no other!

EDITORIAL SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
Send to shawniganfocuseditor@gmail.com - In word or text format, not pdf.

If you include photos, send as a separate jpg. file
Photos should be high resolution.
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Did you know? 
Your membership at 

Valley Health and Fitness 
includes Cycle Fit, Yoga, 
Pilates, Zumba, Fit Camp 

and more! 
Access to cardio equipment, 

strength equipment, 
functional training 

equipment and free weights. 
As well as infrared sauna 

and towel service. 

NEW & USED PARTS 
FINDING SERVICE 

We are your repair facility that does 
Cars, SUV’s, 4WD, Diesel, HD, RV, 

Marine, Electric, Hybrids and 
now your Direct Distributor for 

many great companies with a wide 
spectrum of parts through networks 

across North America. 

250-746-7669 250SHOPNOW 

NOW located at 3330 TCH (the long green hedge before Mill Bay) 
By appointment only. 250-746-7669 | 250shopnow@gmail.com 

Visit & follow @ ddauto.direct - or - facebook.com/directdistributers 

Robert Amos
Artist & Author
After serving as a War Artist 
during the Second World War 
E. J. Hughes and his wife Fern 
moved to Victoria, but they 
found the city too noisy. A real 
estate agent took them to see 
a property on the east side 
of  Shawnigan Lake, a house 
and two cottages plus fifty 
feet of  waterfront. Shawnigan 
Lake Road, which at the time 
was the Island Highway, ran 
through the property separat-
ing it from the waterfront.

Fern, who suffered from 
muscular dystrophy, found the 
walk up to the house arduous 
and left it to Ed to look the 
place over. Ever impracti-
cal, he didn’t notice that the 
only running water was from 
a faucet outside by the back 
door. Keeping the big old 
house heated would become 
a challenge, and the heav-
ily treed property required 
maintenance. But it was sce-
nic, private, affordable – and 
quiet. On May 27, 1951 they 
bought it for $3,500, though it 
would take them a long time 
to pay for it.

Hughes’ friend Pat Salmon 
later recalled, “Shawnigan 
Lake at the time was in the 
middle of  nowhere, so to 
speak. Hughes didn’t have a 

car. To walk to the village car-
rying a fifty-inch canvas and 
then get a bus into Duncan 
was an onerous hike.” Later 
they bought a little boat which 
Fern loved driving. Hughes 
described his pleasure leaning 
back, his head resting in his 
clasped hands, eyes closed and 
feeling the warm Shawnigan 
breeze blowing across his face. 
As he said to himself, “this is 
the life!”.

They lived at Shawnigan 
until 1972. During those years 
Hughes worked on his paint-
ings six days a week and on 
Sunday he and Fern walked 
to The Galley for ice cream. 
“It was near poverty at times,” 
Salmon concluded, “but it 
was a simple life, and a very 
happy life.”

Robert Amos has published 
three books on E. J. Hughes. 
His recent volume, The E. 
J. Hughes Book of  Boats 
(TouchWood Editions, 2020) 
was recently nominated for 
the BC Book Award. He 
would be pleased to hear 
your stories of  Hughes and 
Shawnigan Lake.

E. J. Hughes, Old Baldy 
Mountain, Shawnigan 
Lake (1966). Pencil, gift of  the 
artist to the Shawnigan Lake 
Museum. Hughes’ home was 
located along this waterfront.

E.J. Hughes – At Home in Shawnigan

Glenn White
Opinion

Finally, the NDP has clari-
fied what “essential” travel 
is. Prior to this, we had visi-
tors to the island from every-
where. I am sure that some felt 
their vacation needs were es-
sential and, with no guidelines 
or enforcement, people just 
showed up. Any organization 
needs to have clear guidelines 
and rules under which they 
will operate. 

We are now in an even 
tighter lock down, even 
though our numbers on 
the island are low, and it is 

important to maintain this 
status. We know, clearly, 
what essential travel is and 
that it will be hard on local 
businesses which makes it 
even more imperative that 
we shop local. If  we want 
to have a take-out meal, 
use our local restaurants or 
visit the patios where it is al-
lowed. The jobs and people 
who work in those jobs are 
our neighbours and friends 
and part of  our community. 
We need to continue to sup-
port them.

We are fortunate in 
Shawnigan, and surround-
ing areas, that we still have 

our wonderful network of  
trails for cycling, walking 
and horseback riding. 

A walk in the woods is 
refreshing and invigorat-
ing. We still have our parks 
for the kids and families to 
spend time, so we have a lot 
to be thankful for.

Despite the lock down and 
restrictions, we still need to 
do as Dr Bonnie says - be kind 
to each other, be thankful for 
what we have and get our shots 
when it is our turn to ensure 
that we keep COVID in check 
and eventually get past it to 
some sense of  normalcy.

Essential travel

It's not the honors and the prizes and the 
fancy outsides of life which ultimately 

nourish our souls. It's theknowing that 
we can be trusted, that we never have to 

fear the truth, that the bedrock of our very 
being is good stuff. ~ Fred Rogers
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www.shawniganlakemontessori.com
shawniganlakemontessori@shaw.ca

Set up a school 
visit today! 250-743-6279

Dedicated to providing inspired 
Montessori learning programs 
for children 30 months to 6 
years of age.

SHAWNIGAN LAKE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT

PO Box 201, Shawnigan 
Lake, BC V0R 2W0 
Phone: (250)743-2096 

Non-emergency 
Phone: (250)812-8030 

shawniganfire@shaw.ca

Department members at-
tended 24 incidents in April
 Ì Friday, Apr 2 - 1st 

Responder off 
Shawnigan Lake Rd

 Ì Friday, Apr 2 - 1st 
Responder off Renfrew 
Rd

 Ì Friday, Apr 2 – 
Assistance off W 
Shawnigan Lake Rd

 Ì Monday, Apr 5 – 
Structure Fire on 
Briarwood Dr

 Ì Thursday, Apr 8- 
1st Responder off 
Cameron-Taggart Rd

 Ì Saturday, Apr 10 - 
1st Responder off 
Shawnigan Lake Rd

 Ì Sunday, Apr 11 – 
Structure Fire on 
Shawnigan Lake Rd

 Ì Sunday, Apr 11 - 
1st Responder off 
Shawnigan-Mill Bay Rd

 Ì Tuesday, Apr 13 – 
Burning Complaint on 
Stevenson Rd

 Ì Friday, Apr 16 – 
Structure Fire on 
Carlton Dr

 Ì Friday, Apr 16 - 
1st Responder off 
Shawnigan Lake Rd

 Ì Saturday, Apr 17 – 
Burning Complaint on 
Butler Ave

 Ì Saturday, Apr 17 – 
Burning Complaint on 
W Shawnigan Lake Rd

 Ì Monday, Apr 19 - 1st 
Responder off Renfrew 
Rd

 Ì Monday, Apr 19 
– Assistance off 
Northgate Rd

 Ì Tuesday, Apr 20 - 1st 
Responder off Colman 
Rd

 Ì Tuesday, Apr 20 – 
Burning Complaint on 
Worthington Rd

 Ì Friday, Apr 23 - 1st 
Responder off Terrace 
Rd

 Ì Saturday, Apr 24 – 
Burning Complaint on 
Courtney Way

 Ì Saturday, Apr 24 - 1st 
Responder off Gregory 
Rd

 Ì Sunday, Apr 25 - 1st 
Responder off Carlton 
Dr

 Ì Wednesday, Apr 28 – 
Assistance off Gregory 
Rd

 Ì Thursday, Apr 29 
- 1st Responder off 
Northgate Rd

 Ì Thursday, Apr 29 
- 1st Responder off 
Shawnigan Lake Rd

Gloria Solley
Malahat Legion

Facebook: Royal Canadian 
Legion br 134

Web: https://malahatlegion.Ca  

Due to the Dr. Henry an-
nouncement extending the 
PHO, including restrictions 
on indoor dining and activi-
ties, the Legion will remain 
closed.  We hope that re-
strictions will be lifted after 
the May long week-end’s an-
nouncement. If  we are able 
to resume some normalcy, 
we will be looking at reopen-
ing Fridays and Saturdays. 
Please check our website 
or Facebook for up-dated 
information.

WE ARE PROUD …

Congratulations to Abigail 

Dyer, a grade 12 student at 
Shawnigan Lake School!!  
She wrote a poem “When 
the Clouds Cry” for the Pro-
vincial Command, Canadi-
an Legion 2020-2021 Youth 
Remembrance Contest and 
her submission came first in 
the province.

Unfortunately, the Wound-
ed Warrior Run has been 
cancelled again this year. We 
opted to host a silent on-line 
auction to support them. We 
would like to thank everyone 
who participated.  With the 
money raised, and with Le-
gion contributions, we raised 
a total of  $2737.00 this year.

The Legion is still collect-
ing bottles, cans, liquor and 
wine bottles, wine boxes and 
juice containers in its no 
contact, no sorting required, 

bottle drive. Please leave 
them by the service entrance 
during the daytime. The Blue 
recycling bin is available for 
evening drop-offs. The actual 
bottle drives will be held every 
Saturday from 10:00 – 2:00 
pm until further notice. This 
continues to help pay for 

incoming bills.

We are continuing to collect 
items and monetary donations 
for Broken Promises Rescue. 
We are collecting dog/cat food, 
litter, pet toys, kennels, crates, 
puppy pads etc. All Items can 
be dropped off at our front 
door bench location.

Malahat Legion

Lori Treloar, 
Shawnigan Lake Museum

Christopher George Behnsen, famed 
sportsman and cougar hunter, lived most 
of  his life at Shawnigan Lake on property 
that his family bought around 1912. A 
cigar maker by trade, he took over the 
management of  the family cigar factory, 
Big-B, in Victoria when his father en-
tered politics in 1903. He then operated 
a successful trucking business. However, 
Chris, who craved the outdoor life, gave 
up his business and became a profes-
sional hunter. He became friends with 
hundreds of  hunters and fishermen and 
his knowledge of  the interior of  South-
ern Vancouver Island was rivaled by 
none. Chris became an expert who was 

called upon when authorities needed a 
marauding cougar treed and killed. In his 
lifetime he killed more than 150 cougars. 
The bounty on these animals could be 
as high as $30 which was quite a sum in 
those days. 

In the summer, Chris rented boats to 
fishermen and kept cabins for rent. He 
gave advice on lures and sweet spots to 
fish and was considered the authority on 
the subject.  He was also the person lake 
residents called if  repairs were needed 
on their rowboat so that their boat was in 
fine form for the following spring.

Chris was the ultimate outdoorsman. 
He knew the country intimately, could 
wield an axe or a gun with great skill 
and it was believed that he could survive 

under any conditions. Although he was 
a small, wiry man he could outlast most 
men, of  any age, in the bush – as long 
as his hounds had the scent he kept go-
ing. Neighbours of  the Bensen’s grew 
accustomed to the mournful baying 
of  the Chris’s cougar hounds and it 
became as natural in the area as the 
music of  the birds.

Ironically, Chris became a naturalist 
in his later years and gave up hunting 
entirely. He was often seen feeding deer, 
raccoon and mink. He would even comb 
the fur of  squirrels. He was very fond of  
the animals and would not let anyone 
harm them. Chris, who was considered 
part legend while he was alive, died at his 
home, in 1964, at the age of  83

Chris Behnsen – Cougar hunter



Shawnigan Focus

MAY 2021 - SHAWNIGAN FOCUS | 7

 Ì Area B Director’s meetings with Sierra Acton                                                                                                        
Email sacton@cvrd.bc.ca  

 Ì Shawnigan Advisory Planning Commission(APC) Meetings TBA   
 Ì Shawnigan Parks and Recreation Commission                                                                 

Meetings are held bi-monthly on the third Thursday of  the month. 
 Ì Shawnigan Lake Community Centre Commission                                      . 

Meetings TBA. Held at the Shawnigan Lake Community Centre                                
 Ì Shawnigan Improvement District                                                                                        

2nd Monday of  each month 7 pm at #1 Fire Hall
 Ì Shawnigan Residents Association (SRA)      

For info: check www.thesra.ca                                                                                                   
 Ì Shawnigan Lake Community Association   (SLCA)                                                     

Contact: bburr@shaw.ca     
 Ì Shawnigan Basin Society                                                                                         

Unit 4-1760 Shawnigan Mill Bay Road.  Contact: info@shawniganbasinsociety.org
 Ì Young Seniors Action Group (YSAGS)                                                                      

Contact:  blog.ysag.ca - email: ysagssl@gmail.com
 Ì Shawnigan Lake Museum                                                                                    

Reopening will be determined after the updates from the Province.                 
Contact: shawniganlakemuseum@shaw.ca   www.shawniganlakemuseum.com  

 Ì South Cowichan Community Policing  (SCCP)                                                                        
Contact: 250-929-7222 - www.southcowichancommunitypolicing.ca

 Ì Royal Canadian Legion Malahat District Branch 134                                                     
Saturday Meat Draw 3:00-5:00pm. Contact: Gloria gsolley@shaw.ca

 Ì South Cowichan Healthcare Aux. every second Tuesday from 1 -2pm. at 
Mill Bay Community League Hall. southcowichanhealthcareaux@gmail.com

 Ì Shawnigan Quilters - Wed. 9-2 at Lion’s Hall (former Sylvania School)  

 Ì Note: Covid restrictions may affect regular meetings. Check before you go...

COMMUNITY GROUPS

What Is It? Where 
Is It? Why Is IT?

One lucky respondent with the correct 
answer will be randomly selected to win two 

Specialty Coffees at Shawnigan House.  
Reply to: editor@shawniganfocus.ca 

CONGRATULATIONS
Greg Galpin was our winner for 

April!! It was a Highways Sign at 
the end of the unopened right of 
way for Jensen Rd off of West 

Shawnigan Lake Road. It is there to 
let the public know that the road is 

not maintained beyond the sign.

Cheap Ad 
Rates!!

Contact Kim: 
shawniganfocusads

@gmail.com
1350 Fisher Rd. | islandreturnit.com | Tues-Sat 9-4 

 

Gord Frost : INSTRUCTOR|EXAMINER 
Canadian Firearms Safety Course • CORE Program 

Canadian Restricted Firearms Safety Course 
Want to Buy Your Un-used, Unwanted Guns for Cash 

Estate Appraisals • Live-Fire Exercises on Request 
contact : gord@yarrowgunworks.com   778.676.7253 

  

Shawnigan Mill Bay Auto Parts 
has moved after 28 years in the same location, 

to . . . 1-3740 Trans-Canada Highway. 
(next door to RONA on the same frontage road) 

We share the same building as Accent Screen Printing.

Mason’s Store 
A Part of Shawnigan Lake for 65 Years 

YOUR LOCAL STORE 

Our Famous Instore Bakery – Sandwiches & Subs 
Lottery – Greeting Cards – Balloons  

Fax – Propane Swap – Rug Doctor – Dew Worms 
1855 Renfrew Road 

Ph: 250 743 2144  Fax: 250 743 7883 

                                    

EXCITING UPDATE! 
In June, we are relocating as 

KINSOL VETERINARY CLINIC 
at the Crossroads Centre. 

( Koksilah Road @ TCH ) 

Dr. Karena Skelton DVM 
Dr. Janet Sunstrum DVM 

Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30 

SERVICES WILL NOW INCLUDE 
Dentistry • X-Ray • Surgery 
Wellness Exams • Vaccines 

In-House Lab Machines 

WE ARE PEOPLE OF ECO-ACTION 
Join caring neighbours, friends, 

leaders, and problem-solvers to grow 
VIBRANT ideas for lasting impact! 

Find out more at 
ShawniganRotaryEcoClub.ca  

#ThinkOutside 
#RotaryOpensOpportunities 

  

SHAWNIGAN FOCUS CLASSIFIED 
are your classifieds of choice. 

Your message delivered to every 
address in the Shawnigan Lake area. 

$10 for the first 30 words 
25¢ per additional word 

shawniganfocusads@gmail.com 
Telephone : 250-743-2197 
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Summer Heat is Coming! 

Time for a Cool Check-Up! 
Air Conditioners in Your Vehicles? 
We’re Ready to Check & Service! 

Boat Ready to Launch? 
Marine Service & Repair! 

Schedule Your Services Now! 
So you can BEAT the HEAT! 

SHAWNIGAN GARAGE 
 

( at the 4-way stop in Shawnigan Village ) 

Brettany Flowers
Shawnigan Basin Society
The Value of  One, The 
Power of  Many, reflects 
inspiring acts of  kindness 
by young individuals in the 
community and the magic 
that happens when we work 
together towards a common 
purpose. Youth Volunteers 
bring change and deserve 
more than ever to be recog-
nized for their dedication to 
their community.

On National Volunteer 
Week, Cassira and Sadie, 
dedicated youth volunteers 
were awarded recognition 
certificates for their hard work 
fundraising in the community. 
From Bottle Drives, T - Shirt 
sales, to sitting in the sun and 
spreading the word on the 
work the Shawnigan Basin 
Society does - these two are 
happy to help! Their dedica-
tion as volunteers is an inspi-
ration to others.

Volunteers are special. We 
extend our appreciation to 
all our volunteers and every-
thing you do! With deepest 
gratitude for your commit-
ment to serve, thank you on 
behalf  of  the Shawnigan 
Basin Society and the people 
we serve, our community.

With more projects and 
initiatives under way the 
Shawnigan Basin Society is 
seeking community mem-
bers interested in promoting 
land stewardship - Land-
owners creating backyard 
wildlife habitats throughout 
Cobble Hill, Mill Bay and 
Shawnigan Lake. The Habi-
tat Acquisition Trust set a 
great example through their 
Good Neighbors program. 
Here is a link to a YouTube 
video for more details on 
their program https://youtu.
be/XriS7KziR_o . Assisting 
Landowners land use needs 
while also protecting some of  
Canada’s most endangered eco-
systems. Imagine our commu-
nity in which all natural ecosys-
tems are preserved and where 
we could be in 15 years.  

If  you are interested in learn-
ing more about the Shawni-
gan Basin Society, would like 
to make a contribution or 
have ideas of  how to launch 
stewardship initiatives in your 
neighborhood email info@
shawniganbasinsociety.org or 
call 250 929 4076

*Grand Firs Seedlings are 
available for minimum dona-
tion – Continue to celebrate 
Earth Day throughout the 
planting season!

Shawnigan Basin Society

FOLLOW us on TWITTER - LIKE us on FACEBOOK 


